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E P H. v. 18, 19, 20. 


Be not drunk with wine, wherein is exceſs : 
but be filled with the Spirit: 

peaking to your ſelves in Pſalms, and hymns, 
and ſpiritual ſongs; ſinging, and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord: 

Civing . 


Short explanation of the words 
will ſhew their ſcope and inten- 
tion. Be not drunk with wine : 
As Pagans arc wont to be in 
their Bacchanalian feaſts; pour- 

h ing out impure hymns to thcir 
irunken Deitys : Or, as is uſual in the noiſy 
and intemperate meetings of diſorderly Per- 
lons. 

Wine, wherein is exceſs. In which it is fo 
eaſy and common to exceed a due meaſure; and 
to be tranſported into luxury, and nn 
2 ut 
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But be filled with the Spirit *. In oppo- 
ſition to the brutal rites of ſuch a falſe reli. 
gion, and the diflolute morals of ſuch ſenſual 
men; whenever you Chriſtians are diſpoſed to 
chearfulneſs, let your thirſt, your mirth, your 
fulneſs and incbriation, be of a Spiritual nature, 
Be filled with the Spirit; whereof you can. 
not have too much ; and which will never pro- 
duce any inordinate effects. 

Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalms, and 
hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs. Without apply 
ing a preciſe and diſtin ſenſe to each of thel: 
terms; the Apoſtle may underſtand in general 
the Poetical compolures of Scripture ; called 
Pſalms, becauſe ſet to inſtruments of muſic; 
Fymns, becauſe celebrating the prazſes of 
God; and ſprritual Songs, becauſe dictated by 
the Holy Spirit: ſuch as the book of Pſabn, 
the ſeveral Hymns of Joes, Deborah, Han- 
nah, &c. In the Old Teſtament ; and in the 
New, thoſe of the B. Virgin, Zacharias, and 
old Simeon: As well as thoſe extemporary 
muſical ſtrains under a divine impulſe, uſual in 
the primitive times; which St. Paul calls ſing- 
ing with the Spirit (a). 


Speaking 


1 

Olly h Tyuo a, Gay boden prpiburer 
Abhverim du 32g, 1 v cwpr =I. 
Zoroaſtr. Oracul. 


(a) See Grot. in Matt, xxvi. 30. Cightfoot, Vol. 2. pag. 
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Speaking theſe fo your ſelves: i. e. among 
your (6) ſelves, in your publick meetings and 
aſſemblys : or to each other (c), alternately, in 
an Antiphonal manner, So provoking, and 
ſtriving as it were to outvie one another: where- 
by the holy flame is mutually ſtirred up; and 
catcheth from mouth to mouth, from heart to 
1 

Singing and making melody (d). The firſt 
word properly ſignifys in the original Singing, 
and the latter playing on an inſtrument or 
ſinging fo an inſtrument. 

In your heart : or (e) with your heart: the 
outward act being accompanyed with the inten- 
tion and devotion of the mind; that there may 
be a joint Harmony of tongue, hand, and 
heart. 

To the Lord : as the only proper Object of 
religious worſhip and ſource of religious joy. 

Giving thanks. Praiſes and thankſgivings 
being the proper ſubject of religious muſic. 

From the paſlage thus explain'd ariſcth an 
Apoſtolical ſanction of the following prope- 

| ſation; 

(b) Inter vos mutud. Bex. In publico cœtu fidelium. Zanch. 
Greci phraſi fignificatur allocutio mutua.— videtur autem fig- 
nificari modus alternatim canendi. Eſtius in loc. 

(c) Eæoretg. So in this ſame Epiſt. iv: 32. Xapip mae iavroig, 
lorgiving one another. 

(4) Adres x} errors. Aq eſt canere ſed lingui tantum 


& voce. N & year ſignificat adhibito etiam muſico 
jaſtrumento ludere & canere. Zanch. in loc. 


(e) E Ty edle. $0 ai ir xνẽm ri, be filled with 
the Spirit. verſ. 18. 
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[6] 
ſition; namely. That muſic, both vocal an. 
* inſtrumental, ſounding out the praiſes of G04 
* eſpecially in the inſpir d hymns of Holy Scrip. 
* fure, is a proper part of the publick worſhip 
* of Chrſtians. Or, in other words, that Chojy. 
« ſervice is not only lawful, but uſeful. 

In the Jewiſh State Prophets, with David 
at their head, form'd a religious Society for it's 
advancement ; and introduced all the variety 
of voices, and muſical inſtruments of God, with 
great pomp into the Tabernacle, Whence it 
was transferred into the magnificence of Solo- 
mon Temple; and animated their religion till 
the Captivity, when the ſongs of Jion cealcd, 
and the harps were hanged upon the willows, 
With their Reſtoration it return d, took it's place 
in the houſe of God; and was /ilenc'd only at 
the deſtruction of the Temple. 

Now were religious muſic, as ſome object, a 
Fewiſh ceremony to be aboliſhed by Chriſtianity; 
St. Paul would ſcarce have recommended it to 
Chriſtians; and under the very names and terms, 
which the Temple-muſic went by; and at the 
very time, when it was ſo well known, and ſo 
conſtantly 2 Nor ſhould we have heard of 
Chriſtians then /anging with the Spirit, and 
ſinging with the underſtanding alſo. 

"Tis true indeed that the infant ſtate of the 
primitive times would not allow of muſic in 
that degree, which it after wards gained: and 


which could only be the product of the pod 
an 


CP 1 

and proſperity of the Goſpel. And ſure we are 
it will bear a part in the Church Triumphant, 
when Chriſtianity ſhall be exalted to it's higheſt 
itch. 

f The Jews have a tradition of extraordinary 
muſic at their future converſion: when, as the 
Prophet figuratively ſpeaks of Jeruſalem re- 
ford (f), all her ſtreets ſhall ſay Hallelujah. 
But we have a more ſure word of Prophecy 
in the Revelation of St. ohn: where muſic 
and ſinging are the conſtant attendants on the 
encreaſe and advancement of Chri/?'s kingdom. 
Particularly after the ſealing of the 144000 
of all the Tribes of the children of Iſrael (g), 
there is heard from heaven the voice of harp- 
ers harping with their harps. The Apoſtle 
expreſſeth the thing by three words of the 
lame ſound and ſignification, as delighting to 
dwell upon the repctition , of Harpers harp- 
ing upon their harps. And (ch. xv. 2.) at the 
fall of Anti-Chriſtianiſin, contemporary with 
the Few's converſion, thoſe who had gotten the 
victory over the beaſt, are repreſented with 
the harps of God, and ſinging the ſong 0 
Moſes, Ge 1. ſong of the . Thd FS 
Legiſlator of the New Teſtament, has his ſong, 
& well as Moſes. 

And 


(f) Tob. xiii. 18. 

0 Rev, xiv. 12, comp. Ch. 7. 4. 

0% An exact tranſlation of the original, xd#pud5y aD, 
d i rag KeF pour; . ; 
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And altho it may be objected, that the A. 
pocalyptic harps and ſongs in heaven are not 
real and material, but only emblems and ſym. 
bols of future ſpiritual joy, (which I conteſt 
not at preſent) yet 'tis hardly credible, that the 
ſtate of the Church in its purity and glory ſhould 
be repreſented by any thing unlauful in it's 
preſent condition. 

All the objections therefore againſt Church. 
muſic ſeem only to amount to a proof,—that 
the force of prejudice is very ſtrong:—or, that 
the texture and organs of ſome bodys are not 
delicate enough to feel the powers of it. 


And here a maſterly hand might deſcribe the 
excellencys of muſic in general, and paint all 
it's vertues in the molt lively and glowing co. 
lours. He might introduce her into the num- 
ber of Liberal Sciences, with Perſuaſion in 
her countenance; and a magnet, to attract even 
a heart of iron, in her hand: Or place her 
next to her Siſter Poetry, with Antient Time 
conſecrating both to the ſervice of the Gods.-— 
She might fit as a Queen, commanding all the 
paſſions and affettions; ſetting up one, and 
putting down another. Here quelling the rage 
of an angry King (i); his tumours ſubſiding, 
nerves relaxing, and ſpear falling out of his 
| hand. Thererailing the drooping ſpirits of 4 


diſc N. 


C) 1 Sam. xvi. 23. 
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diſcontented Prophet; ( and ſending a in- 


ftrel to elevate his Soul, and prepare it for a 


prophetical inſpiration.— She might fit as a 
Goddeſs, commanding the moſt black and ſtub- 
born diſeaſes of mind and body to quit their 
hold of the poſſeſſed, and to fly before her all 
healing hand. He might draw about her the 
whole brute creation, even the lion and the 
lamb together, liſtening attentively to the voice 
of the Charmer, and wanting the ſhape only 
of rational beings. —Nay he might make things 
without life or ſenſe to be affected by her in- 
fluence; and (if ſound and motion could be 
painted) ove inſtrument of muſic ſhould nove 
and murmur, at her touching the ſtrings of 4- 
not her. 


In plainer terms, it has always been allowed 
the Prerogative of muſit 10 govern the paſſions 5 
to ſtrike upon all the ſtrings and movements 
of the Soul ; to ſearch the rems, and the heart ; 
taiſe or ſink it, make it glad or ſorrowful, di- 
late or contract it. For this reaſon it enter d 
antiently into the compoſition of the 2 
Philoſophy; as an eſſential part, and efficaci- 
ous to ſooth and aſſuage every turbulent mo- 
tion; to form the manners, moderate the af- 
fections, and call them down to temper, and 
order. And on the ſame account it may claim 


B admittance 


(&) 2 King. bi. 15. 


| 10 

admittance into the moſt undeſild Religion; 
and exert it's power and vertue, in ſweetning 
the bitterneſs of our ſpirits; correcting the 
Sourneſs of our humours ; diſperſing our ſlug. 
giſh and melancholy fumes; compoling our 
tumultuous appetitcs and paſſions; taming the 
wild beaſt, and charming down the venomou: 
Serpent, within us. Sccing God has originally 
impreſled ſuch a powerful influence on the 13. 
ture of ſound; why ſhould his own worſhip 
alone be excepted from the benefit? And in 
truth it is 207 excepted : but Church-muſic in 
particular juſtly lifts up it's head, and demands 
the preference, above all other. 


As words give life and being to our thoughts; 
ſo an elegant manner of expreſſion gives orna- 
ment and beauty to our words; and a muſical 
accent adds a further grace to an elegant expreſ 
ian. Nor is any thing more agrecable to the 
mind, than the fineſt ſentiment, clothed in 
the moſt beautiful language, and conveyed to | 
the underſtanding through the channel of the 
moſt melodious ſound. Church-muſic then mult 
always have the pre-emmence, being poſſeſſed of 
all theſe advantages: as our Anthems and 
Hymns axe taken from Scripture, that incx- 
hauſtible treaſury of all the riches of language; 
and principally from the Old Teſtament; which 
pours out all the beauty, and ſtrength, and 
magniſicence, that can poſſibly ariſe both from 


ſentti- 


(84 73 
ſentiment and expreſſion. We (ce in it, ſome- 
times ſuch a maſculine v/gour, ſometimes ſuch 
an inexpreſſible Sweerneſs ; ſuch livly figures 3 
ſuch warm, and pathetic, and ſublime mages; 
in a word, ſuch inimitable eloquence; that all 
human compolitions muſt ow to it's majeſty, 
and every fongue confeſs it's glory. 

And ſo far Church-muſic availeth to bring the 
higheſt pleaſure to the imagination, and life 
to the paſ/rons. But to give it the honour which 
is due, we muſt take it in a Higher key; and 
conſider it as tending to inprove our vertue, as 
well as entertain our fancy; to purify, as well 
is gladden, the heart; to kindle devotion, as 
well as znfame the affettions. Now to evince 
the ſubſerviency of Church-muſic to this end, 
conſider only the ſubjet7-matter of it, namely 
the poerical parts of Holy Scripture; which may 
be reduced to theſe three heads, 

Moral precepts, and motives to a good life, 

Prayer, and 
Praiſe. 

One, or other, of which will be found /#- 
table to all ſorts of perſons, all conditions and 
circumſtances of life. 

Are precepts and motives to be inculcated 
for the inſtruction of manners? There arc even 
and ſedate, ſolemn and affecting notes; proper 
to excite men to ſoberneſs and piety ; and ad- 
apted to that ſerzous and compos'd temper, in 
Which diſciples ſhould learn their duty. a: 
3 -- 7 
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by vertue is rendred amzable, and doctrine be- 
comes ſweet as honey to the throat by the in. 
ſinuating vehicle of muſic. 

Do we deſire to open our afflicted minds in 
trayer ? There is a ſlow, deep, and melancholy 
ſound; natural to a petitioher under want, 
ſorrow, and diſtreſs: Such as is able to expreſ; 
his condition, as well as ſooth and relieve it. 
He, * who giveth ſongs in the night, hatl\ 
fitted ſome to the moſt gloomy hours. 

Arc we to exerciſe the pleaſant duty of 
praiſe and thankſgiving £ Here it is that muſic 
triumphs, and is in full glory. Now it . 
Fends all the nerves, and calls forth the moſt 
exalted ſtrains; ſuch as flow from the gencrous 
principles of gratitude, honour, and love: ſuch 
as are due to protection, deliverance, and prof. 
perity : and are fit to celebrate the divine good 
neſs and greatneſs, when we frees thee, 0 
God; amd acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 

For this end Prophets compos'd hymns, and 
Kings ſtrung their harps. For this the Sweet- 
finger of Iſrael raiſed up his glory, and com. 
manded his /ute and harp to awake. For 
this he ordain'd the Chorr-ſervice for the Tem. 
ple; appointed the courſes of the ſingers; and 
ſet apart 4000 Levites to praiſe the ; with 
inſtruments (1). Than which Inſtitution we 
can conceive nothing more noble, or more like- 


ly 


V Fob, xxxv. 10. 
(4) 1 Chron. xxiii. 5. 


1 


ly to have a ſtrong ect upon the hearers : 
if we may form a judgment trom the incom- 
parable beauty of the ſongs in the original; 
the great number of voices, and varicty of in- 
ſruments; or the character of ſuch as found 
owt muſical tunes, who were the glory of 
heir times (m). 

All latter productions therefore muſt give 
place, and ſtand at awſul diſtance. Modern per- 
formers know nothing of the Theory of their 
muſic; their azrs and tunes; the meaſure and 
number of their Poetry; or even the accents 
and pronuntiation of their language; have no 
mſpir'd Princes and Prophets for Compoſers ; 
nd ſee not their Pſalms and hymns in their 
native luſtre, but tarniſhd with the hands of 
Tranſlators. There is however no doubt but 
our preſent Church muſic has it's ſhare and due 
proportzon of influence and uſe. Eſpecially 

iſt. When it is plain and intelligible. The 
Principal reaſon given by learned men (2) for 
the great efficacy of the muſic of the Antients, 
is it's plainneſs and ſimplicity; without that 
mixture of parts ſo frequent in modern com- 
politions. So that notwithſtanding the great 
variety of voices, attended likewiſe with variety 
of inſtruments; yet as they all ſung the ſame 
words at the ſame time (o), they were calily 

7 

(m) Eccluſ. xliv. 5.—7. 5 


(n) See Dr. Wallis. Philoſ. Tranſack. No. 243. 


(% 2 Chron, v. 13. The trumpeters and fingers were as 
one, to make one ſound to be heard, 
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#nderſtood by the audience, and drew the paſ 
ſions with united force. Whereas in compound. 
ed muſic, conſiſting of ſeveral parts, where 
different words are (ung at one and the ſame 
time, a common auditor is diſtracted, and the 
ſenſe overwhelm'd and ſtifled in the ſound: no 
particular paſſion is mov'd ; nor conſequently 
devotion rais d. I eaſily believe that ſuch com. 
poſitions will pleaſe a delicate and critical ear; 
but then tis the muſic that charms, and not 
the devotion: and in the moſt skilful the plea. 
ſure of that will be apt to ſteal away the heart 
from attending to the words. Be the melody 
ever ſo fine, our attention to the ſenſe is pulld 
in pieces; and we have the ſame confus'd no- 
tion, as when four or five perſons are talking 
eagerly at once; all interrupting one another. 
And as the whole conſort ſhould be intelli 
gible, ſo allo each particular voice; endeavour- 
ing to pronounce every word and ſyllablc ar- 
ticulately and diſtinftly (p). I preſume men 
ſing, eſpecially in the Church, with the ſame 
deſign that they ſpeak. i. e. to be underſtood. 
And therefore clearneſs and perſpicuity v ill 
always be an excellency in ſinging, as in ſpeak- 
ing: for the want of which no accompliſhment 
can atone. Unleſs, according to St. Paul, 1 


ſing 


(p) Quanta verd veterum diligentia in proferendis in cantu 
fingulis fuerit ſyllabis, fi quis ſcire deſideret, adeat is cum alios, 
tum precipuè cms Tek Halicarnaſſenſem in Rhetoricis. &c. 
J. Voſſ. de Poem, cant. pag. 127 


— —_ — — — - * 


1 


ſug with the underſtanding, i. e. ſo as to be 


underſtood ; and give an articulate diſtinction 


to the ſound; there can be no ſuch thing as 
edification : if any kind of devotion is raiſed, 
tis that which hath 7gnorance for it's mother 
and a fort of Popery is brought even into muſic. 
And ſceing I have mention'd Popery ;— give 
me leave to obſerve with pleaſure, from the di- 
ine bleſſing upon our preſent happy Eſtabliſh- 
nent, what aſſured hopes we have,—on the one 
ide, that the Lord's ſongs will no more be ba- 
uſbed the Temple; nor your harps hanged up- 
m the willows, as uſelels and unſcaſonable ;— 
and on the other, that his ſongs ſhall never 
beperform'd in an unknown tongue; nor your 
harps ſtrung to Saints and Angels and at 
the hearing of all kind of muſic we fall down 
at the foot of the King of Babylons image. 
24%. Our Church-muſic will have it's due 
inuence, when it is proper and natural: by 
making the ſound expreſſive of the Senſe; and 
the notes correſpondent with the nature of the 
dubject (4). There is a certain manner proper 
nd peculiar to every fort of matter; a ſound 
ddapted to each particular ſentiment and paſſion 


of 


) Tull. de Oratore. lib. 3. $. 57. Omnis enim motus ani- 
ni ſuum quendam a natura habet vultum, & ſonum, & geſ- 
um: totumq; corpus hominis; & ejus omnis vultus, omnef{q; 
foces, ut nervi in fidibus, ita ſonant, ut a motu animi quoq; 
lint pulſæ. Nam voces ut chord ſunt intentz, quæ ad quemq; 


n reſpondeant, acuta, gravis, cita, tarda, magna, parva. 
c, 


* 


B 
of the mind: and all afections will be exc;. 
ted in others, according as they are well, or il, 
expreſs d. The great art then of a Compoſer 
is to follow and imitatc nature: to make the 
airs of his muſic put on a /keneſs to his ſy. 
ject, and act every paſſion that the audience 
ought to feel. Which is not ſo caſily done in 
plain ſpeech, and common pronuntiation. 

For inſtance. hen Iſraelcame out of c. 
gypt, the Sea ſaw that, and fled ; Fordan wa; 
driven back. 

The very notes and numbers are in a ſort of 
conſtcrnation ; they fly precipitate, and arc hur: 
ry d, like the waters. 

In that noble deſcription of a Tempeſt P. 
cvii. 27.) where the ſtormy wind ariſeth, and 
hifteth up the waves, and the mariners are car 
ryd up to the heaven: the numbers riſe with 
the ſtorm, mount with the waves, and are car- 
ryd up with the ſhip. When 7hey go down 4 
gain into the deep, the notes are there allo. 
At length, when God maketh the ſtorm to ceaſe, 
fo that the waves thereof are ſtill ; the 
muſic is becalm'd and huſbd with the tempeſt; 
and there is ſilencè in the very ſound. 

Awake up my glory, awake lute and har) 
—rcquires meaſures, that are ſprightly and ar 
tive. On the contrary, the voice is lull'd into 
a ſlumber, and the Organ almoſt falls ajleep in 
the requeſt, that we ſleep not in death. 


1 
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Let God ariſe, and let his enemies be ſtat- 
tered, -—— and flee before him; the numbers al- 
ſo ſhall be upon the ſtretch, and involved in 
the flight. Let them be driven away, like as 
the ſmoke vaniſbeth; the ſound likewiſe de- 
creaſeth and goes off, like ſmoke. 

If the Lord ſend forth his lightnings, and 
tear them; the notes are quick and piercing, 
and faſb, like lightning. If the Lord al- 
o thunder out of heaven ; They can grumble, 
and rowl, and ſhake the place, like thunder.— 
|t the ſolid earth is moved and trembles at the 
preſence of God; the Choir feels the earth- 
quake, is moved and ſhakes withal. 

And as muſic thus zmitates the ways and 
works of nature, fo likewiſe the ſeveral af- 
fettions, appetites, and paſſions of the mind; 
- the ſituations, poſtures and complexions of 
the ſoul. 

feels a load, and moves Heavily, when 
thine indignation lieth hard upon me. 

It can mourn, and ſink to the bottom of the 
7% , When we call upon him out of the 
ep. x | 

It can move majeſtically grave and ſow at 
a funeral, and add an awfulneſs to the ſo- 
lemnity of death. Can be languid and fa- 
ling, when he maketh our beauty to conſume 
away. When our time paſſeth away as 4 
ſhadow ; it can give a light, ſmall voice, flit- 
ling and Skimming along, like a ſhadow. 

C 


It 
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It can repreſent wrath in a vehement and 
haſty manner; confuſion and inward diſturh. 
ance in broken accents ; difficulties and per. 

pilexities in rugged, embarraſſed, and entany. 
led numbers: can tremble and ſhudder, when 
fearfulneſs and dread are fallen upon me ; and 
in a lamenting querulous tone complain, con 
plain unto my God. 

It can pay adoration in a proſtrate poſture 
and with the four and twenty elders, fall 

don, down, down, before the throne. 

With all fowneſs, humility, and lowlinels 
it can ſupplicate for pardon and mercy; O Lord, 
J beſeech thee, deliver my ſoul. O viſit me 
with thy ſatuation.----O Lord, heal me, hel 
me, for my bones are vexed. 


Not ſo, but quick and brisk is the mood, 
as ſoon as thou makeſt us to hear of joy aud 
gladneſs; a rapidity and ſprightlineſs carry a 
way the numbers, and the azrs move ſwiftly, Ir 
the voice of praiſe and thankſgiving ; — hen 
we /ing merrily unto God our ſtrength ; — and 
he hath deliver'd our foul from death. A 
gain: 

Are plenty and proſperity, and the good- 
neſs of the Lord to be deſcribed 2 The fu 
left, the ſmootheſt, the moſt Aiffuſive notes ate 
at hand; and the numbers flow like the divine 
bounty. Whether, Peace be within 1h) 
walls, and plenteouſneſs within thy e 

| 28 V 
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Or, the mountains alſo ſhall bring peace : 
Or, our garners be full and plenteous. Once 
more z 

When you are to ſing the eternal joys of 
heaven 3 © That I may ſee the Felicity of thy 
© choſen, &c. the tune partakes of the very 
nature, the ſweetneſs and gladneſs, of the 
place- Thou ſbalt ſhew me the path of 
life : In thy preſence is the fulneſs of joy, 
md at thy right hand there is pleaſure for e- 
vermore. How do the melting ſtrains of the 
th of life run, and mingle with the ani- 
mal ſpirits £ the Ve of joy trickle in 
e veins 4 and pleaſure for evermore glide 
Wivectly through all the channels of the bo- 
WW: The ul it ſelf hath a deſire, and a long- 
ng, to follow up to heaven, whither the 
lound calls. 


But what rains can you find equal to the 
\Wlajclty of the Godhead ? and how faint 
ut be every attempt to expreſs the noble 
„ef the Lord, and ſhew forth all his praiſe ? 
an any zuſic be bright and florid enough, 
when he is become exceeding glorious, and 
wthed with majeſty and honour ? Can any 
juehts be lofty enough, when he rideth up- 
n the heavens, and maketh the clouds his 
chariot? How can any notes ſwell to his 
greatneſs ? or any voice be ſtrong enough 
tor his power 2 What breath can hold out, 
C 2 or 
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or what time be proportion'd, to reſemble 
his eternity? What ſound can undulate, and 
expand it (elf, conformably to his 7mmenſ. 
ty Or what ſtrokes reach a likeneſs of his 
omniſcience, and his providence ; — though 
we traverfe every ſtring and pipe; though 
we follow and purſue them through the ut. 
moſt range and extent of the ſcience ? | 
ſhort, all his Attributes bid defiance to our 
art. No heart can think upon them worth: 
ty. And unleſs we could be caught up into 
the third heaven; and ſteal a ſound mor, 
than human ; we may ſpeak much, and tile 
high, and yer fall infinitely ſbort. 

This then being the excellence, and (if J 
may ſo ſpeak) the Rhetoric of muſic, and 
requiſite in order to its due 77f//uence, that it 
expreſs all things properly and naturally, and 
tincture each ſound with a reſemblance of the 
ſenſe ; and that the ſeveral changes in the 
notes, have their foundation in reaſon : You 
ſee what is expected in a Compoſer. Tis not 
enough to proportion ſound to time, or know 
the properties of concords and diſcords : but 
he muſt have an inſight into the works of na. 
ture, and the turns and paſſions and power 
of the ſoul. He muſt have a true raſte of thc 
ſeripture-ſtyle ; and at leaſt ſome idea of the 
incomprebenſible Perfections of the Detty. 
And be able to paint every ſubject in it's 4. 
ſtinguiſning character, and colour. : 

| rom 
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From this head of natural and proper, you 
will readily collect the injudiciouſneſg, the 
uncomelineſs, of introducing fluttering and 
light airs, into the Temple; which beſit not 
the ſerzouſneſs of religion, nor the decency 
of God's Houſe. We necd not invert ſacri- 
lege ; and incur the guilt of robbing the Play- 
houſe , only to dreſs up the Spouſe of Chriſt 
in the attire of a Harlot. 


One thing more occurs, and that is con- 
cerning immoderate and wunſeaſonable re- 
petition. Indeed ſome repetition is proper 
both to poetic diction, and muſical perfor- 
mances. But a profuſeneſs of it, eſpecially 
where the ſenſe does not require a remarka- 
ble emphaſis, is apt to clay and tire the ear, 
as well as enervate the force of the expreſſion. 
Nor ſhould we chooſe to dwel! long upon 
words of little moment; be tedious in qu 
vering out an inſignificant particle ; or ſtrain 
with all the ſexions and windings of the 
voice, for the ſake of a ſounding ſyllable, or 
vowel that fills the mouth, when perhaps 
there is a poorneſs and vacuity in the ſenſe. 
(7) Tis barbarous to torture and ſtretch words 

of 


r) Illud vero riſu imprimis dignum, quod integra ſzepe voca- 
bula velut cantu indigna, & magni ſui parte truncata, raptim 
adeo provolvant ſeu præcipitent potiùs: ubi verd longa aliqua 
vocalis, & præcipuè A vel O, occurrat, tum demum cum ex- 
ultatione buccas inflent, tum yocem in mirificos deftringant gy- 
ros, 
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of a very innocent meaning; and ridiculoys 
to be warbling out a melodious nothing. But 
theſe are matters lodg'd in the Compoſer's 
breaſt. And if there muſt be repetition, and 
dwelling long upon the ſame word, or ſen— 
tence 3 his judgment will limit it to pal. 
ſages of the greateſt energy, ſignificancy, and 
importance. As when, upon the requeſt, O 
LoRD, GRANT THE KING A LONG 
LIFE, the whole Choir engage, one after 
another ; Jo will I evermore give thanks. 
Or when G O D's mercy endureth for e- 
ver; or, there is no end, no end of his 
greatneſs. 


But I am ftraying inſenſibly beyond the 
bounds of my knowledge ; and forget who 
it is, that has neither SE, nor ear, nor 
hand, nor woice ; that is ignorant of the 
firſt elements and Alphabet of muſic : and 
by conſequence abſurdly undertakes to ſpeak 
it's praiſes, to deſcribe it's qualities; and e- 
ſpecially to direct thoſe, who are maſters in 
Tfracl. But you will allow me a word or 
two of things within my meaſure, and bc- 
longing to my Province; tending however 
to promote religious harmony and to in- 

| culcate 


ros, cum vocis flexionibus ſimul quoq; oculos, cervicem, to- 
tum deniq; torquentes corpus. Qui iſtiuſmodi delectantur can- 
tibus, nihil mirum fi concinnioris Muſicæ nulli afficiuntur vo- 
luptate. 1/. Voſſ. de Poem, cant, p. 35. vide etiam pag. 126— 
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culcate upon thoſe, who are inſtructed in the 
Lord's ſong, a regular demeanour ; both With. 
in the walls of the Temple, and without. 


Within the Temple. 


1ſt. Juſtly may be expected what the fext 
calls the melody of the heart; an inward fer- 
vency and intention agreeing and conſent-— 
ing to the words of the mouth. You can- 
not ſing to the Lord, unleſs under a true 
ſenſe of devotion you fee! the warmth of 
what you utter; unlcſs the melody, which 
plays about the door of the lips, have it's 
lodging at the bottom of the Heart; and your 
Pſalms and hymns be the language of the 
ſoul and thought. Without this qualificati- 
on the moſt piercing ſound will move nothing 
but the air, and there dye away : it can ne- 
ver £0 up into God's preſence, and enter into 
bis ears. 


2dly, May be expected an harmony of all 
the parts of divine worſhip : that agreeable 
try, which carries a ſpirit of devotion 
through the whole Office, and ſeveral bran- 
ches of the Service, the Leſſons, Prayers, 
and Thankſ#ivings : whereby your warm 
and rapturous ſtrains are not immediately ſuc- 
ceeded by the dangerous Hmptom of a cold 
fit. For conſider, that you profeſs Chriſti- 
| ant y 


[ 24 ] 


anity as well as wwuſc ; that muſic is not 
the whole of God's ſervice, nor yet the prin. 
cipal part. Therefore all our care and in- 
tention muſt not centre in that, to the neg- 
let of any other portion of the Liturgy, 
But we muſt give due attention, and make 
proper reſponſes, to each part of the Ser. 
vice; and not think that after performing 
our task in a Hymn or Anthem, we arc to 
lye by, like mechanical inſtruments; and to 
remain as unmov d, as ſilent, and as ſenſeleſs, 
as a ſtring that is not fouc}'d. 


34%, It may be expected that muſe be 
confin'd to it's own ſphere; and not allow'd 
to diſturb and interrupt any other article of 
religious worſhip. It can pretend to be u/-- 
ful and valuable, only when it Heighten, 
devotion, and is ſubſervient to the ſþrrit of 
religion. And therefore it ſhould caule as 
little dz/turbance as poſſible in the congre. 
gation, by diſputes, orders, meſſages, Kc. 
Accordingly proper meaſures ſhould be con- 
certed before-hand, to prevent fuch incon- 
veniencics. Becauſe there can be no grca- 
ter violation of harmony and order, than 
when muſic, which is a ſervant to Religt- 
on, to help and aſſiſt it, aſſumes the autho- 
rity of a miſtreſs to command and controu! 
it; rudely to break in upon it, and even to 
murder and deſtroy it. 

Without 
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Without the Temple, 


1ſt, Should be maintain'd the ſame cha- 
ftity of vocal and inſtrumental muſic, as 


within. Muſic is a two-edged Sword; ca- 


pable, as of quelling the rebel paſſions, fo 
of giving a mortal wound to vertue and 
rehgion : and therefore ſhould always be in 
a ſober hand. —— Quick and powerful, and 
penetrating the minuteſt parts of the body, 
and inmoſt receſſes of the ſpirit, when em- 
ployed under the banners of religion: but 
likewiſe ſearching, and irritating every evil 


thought, and intention of the heart, when 


debauch'd into the ſervice of immorality and 
profaneneſs. What ought to kindle a de- 
dont affection, may blow up every evil de- 
ſte into a flame; may be the fuel and in- 
entiue of vice. And fo, by a wrong ap- 


plication, inſtead of curing, it will add ve- 


um to, the Serpent's ſting. 


Not that all muſic, but what is Hpiritu- 
d and religious, is unlawful : or that it 
hould be confin'd to a Church, or a Cloy- 
fer. No : it has a liberty to appear in 
Public, and divert the world with its /1n0- 


cence and cheerfulneſs : may be preſent at 
D the 
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the gaicty of an Aſſembiy, or enliven a 
banquet of wine. But better our vight 
hand forget her cunning, than we ſhould 
proſtitute her to irreligious company, and 
make her become a Harlot to intemperance 
and immodeſty. Better our tongue cleave 
to the roof of our mouth, than ſpiritual 
ſongs ſhould be chang'd into thoſe of a di. 
retly contrary nature; and holy David 
be once more turn'd out of his Kingdom 
for that invcigling, beautiful Traitor, Ab: 
falom. Even an Organ conſecrated to 
the Temple-ſervice, if employed in drun- 
ken and obſtene catches, would it not be 
profan'd? How much more thoſe that are 
rational inſtruments of religious worſhip, 
ſhould they become men of unclean lips, at 
ter being ſo often touched with the fire of 
the Seraphim ? 


24ly. I would recommend the conſtant 
harmony and concinnity of a good life : 
(s) a conſiſtency of manners and behaviour 
the 


(s) Senec. Epiſt. 88. Ad muſicum tranſeo. Doces me 
quomodo inter ſe acute ac graves voces conſonent, quo- 
modo nervorum difparem reddentium ſonum fiat concor- 
dia. Fac potius, quomodd animus ſecum meus conſonet, 
nec conſilia mea diſcrepent. Monſtras mihi qui * bes 
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the conſent of all our powers and facul- 
ties; a conduct at unity with it ſelf, and 
connecting all the parts of our duty. For 
this is /ovely : for this is heavenly. Where- 
as nothing can be more harſh and ærring. 
than the diſcord of a bad life; a donau: 
% with the laws and voice of Heaven; a 
diſagreement with our ſelves, our neigh- 
bour, or our God. An incongruit) 10 
much more to he avoided, as it is of 
more fatal conſcquence, than any thing 
unharmonious in ſound. If Church-muſic 
has any true influence, it will be perma- 
nent and conſiſtent. And the o5jeftions a- 
cinſt it will come with force, where-ever 
it has no power over thoſe, who under- 
fand and profeſs it. At beſt it will be 
deem d only an artificial help, to kindle de- 


lebiles: Monſtra potiùs, quomodo inter adverſa non emit- 
um flebilem vocem. | 


Tull. Offic. lib. 1. cap. 40, 41. Quz autem parva videntur 
le delicta, neq; a multis intelligi poſſunt, ab iis eſt dili- 
gentius declinandum : ut in fidibus, aut in tibiis, quamvis 
pullum diſcrepent, tamen id a ſciente animadverti ſolet ; 
ic videndum in vita, ne forte quid diſcrepet; vel multo e- 
iam magis, quo major & melior actionum, quam ſonorum, 
doncentus eſt, &c. | 
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votion for an hour, and then let it er 
pire ; to raiſe the ſpirits of religion, thut 
they may afterwards ſinł the lower; ſhoul 
any, who are elevated in a Choir, degenc 
rate abroad. | 


You know that every thing is illuſtra 
ted by it's contrary and therefore to cen 
ſure what would be amiſs is praiſing then 
that do ell; and conſequently doing juſtic 
to this united Society. For, 


Whereas the principal intention of yo 
Anntverſary Meeting is the improvement 
of Church-muſic ; you have taught mu 
to know it's original and moſt noble uſe 
to celebrate and magnify the Creator cl 
heaven and earth, You are convinced, that 
one ſong in his courts is better than 4 
thouſand ; and how conſonant it is to rea 
ſon, that ſince God has given you a tongue, 
you ſhould praiſe him therewith ; and make 
his holy Temple reſound, make heaven and 
earth ring with his glory. 


Whereas another end of your coming 
together is the promotion of brotherly-kind- 
neſs and friendſbip; you ſhew forth the 

| mt: 
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intimate nature, and extenſiue benefit, of 
harmony : which is the bond of all Socie- 
ty, and holds together the Unzverſe, which 
it formd in the beginning. And if you 
can ſo twiſt your three-fold cord, that it 
ſhall not be broken ; if you can promote 
a Chriſtian concord, and unity of affecti- 
ons, among perſons of different opinions, 
and diſtant habitations ; and can make an 
agrceable mixture and compolition of love 
and ſweetneſs : this ſeems the natural re- 
ſult of your art, which reconciles the moſt 
diſtant ſounds, the higheſt and the loweſt 
notes; makes harmony out of contrares, 
and ſic out of diſcords. 


Whereas you have appointed a charita- 
ble collection for the . , you ena- 
ble us, in a double ſenſe, to ſhew mercy 
with cheerfulneſs, and experience the 
force of muſic in the moſt momentous in- 
ſtance; that what has power over al/ thc 
paſſions, may not fail to move the beſt of 
them, the kindly, the ſoft and tender 
ones of pity and compaſſion. Whereby 
you have dcliverd your conſort from the 
imputation of ſounding braſs, and a tink- 
ling cymbat; mere noiſe, and empty ſound ; 
becauſe attended with ſuch a ſubſtantial 

Charity: 
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charity : a charity, which will be uu 
fic to the ears of the orphan, and make 
the widow's heart to ſong for Joy. And 
you have prevented any objection from the 
words of the Prophet Amos (vi. 5.) They 
chant to the ſound of the viol, — and 
invent to themſelves inſtruments of mu- 
fic, like David: but they are not grievd 
for the afflittions of Foſeph. For becauſc 
of the afflictions of Joſeph you are cm- 
ploying the voice of muſic in opening and 
enlarging the heart: bidding it inſpire 
ſentiments of generoſity and humanity ; o 
perate upon the ſeat of mercy, and try the 
ſoundings of our bowels. "Tis not a more 
elegant than affettionate compariſon, where- 
by the Prophet expreſſeth how ſenſebly he 
felt the calamitics of the Moabites. My 
bowels ſhall ſound like an harp for Ms. 
ab, and mine inward parts for Kir-ha- 
res (t). Moab's Calamities had wound 

him 


„(e) Ia. xvi. 11, Philo (pag. 517.) ſays of a Prophet, 
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him up, like the ſfrmgs of ſome muſe- 
cal inſtrument, to the higheſt pitch ; by 
ſympathy they ſtruck upon his fibres and 
inteſtines; and his bowels, as it were a 
uniſon, mov'd, and trembled, and twan- 
ged, becauſe the hand of God had touch. 
che his neighbour. This natural call 
and propenlity to relieve the neceſſities of 
others, this /pmpathetic reſtleſsneſs and 
uneaſineſs at their condition, will I truſt be 
the Advocate of the fatherleſs; the 
friendleſs; and plead cven for a liberal 
and bountiful hand : ſuggeſting, that our 
ſekves allo are in the body; equally ſub- 
ſect to wants, and actually, in ſome mea- 
ſure under them: ſeeing the rich, as 
well as the poor, is but a beggar at the 
gates of heaven; both from their na- 
ive earth muſt implore the conventen- 
ties and meceſſaries of life, and hang 


upon the common Father for daily 
bread. 


To conclude, 


You. remember God's complaint againſt 
the Fews to the Prophet Ezekiel; Lo! 
thou art unto them as a very lovely ſons 

0 


( 92 ] 


of one that hath a pleaſant voice, and 
can play well on an inſtrument; for they 
hear thy words, but will not do then 
(). They praiſed the ſweetneſs of his 
Prophetic lays; but regarded not the good. 
neſs of his advice. The ear was delighted, 
but the Heart untouched. Or if a tingling 
and modulation tollow'd them a little, not 
inſtantly to be ſhaken off: it was drownd 
by the firſt 7/de of buſineſs, or pleaſure. 
2 heard his words : but would not 45 
Them. 


But ny words, as they have no pre- 
tence to the ſweetneſs of muſic; lo | 
would hope they will bear no Y/Akeneſs 
in the tranſient eſſect; nor you be tc 
preſented by ſuch forgetful hearers : But 
that what is honeſtly intended will pro- 
duce ſomething laſting, to your own, 
and your Nezghbours advantage : and 


that you will have the prudence to pra- 
2 


e) Ch. xxxiij. 32. Maxim. Tyr, Serm. 37: Tinos Tei 
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ttiſe what you have had the patience to 
hear. 


So ſhall no evil approach to hurt you: 
or be able to ſtand againſt the confederate 
ſtrength of your charity, your praiſes, your 
prayers, and your /zves, But the grate- 
ful Symphony, of your charity, go- 
ing up for a memorial before God. 
(w) of your harps, the ſymbols of praiſe, 
of the golden vials full of odours, 
which are the prayers of the Saints, 
and all conſecrated by a life of holi- 
neſs, will prove efficacious to keep 
the face of Heaven clear and ſerene; and 
aiſpell every black cloud, that may at a- 
ny time hang over our heads: will have 
the virtue to purifie a tainted and infeA- 
ed air, chaſe away every peſtilential blaſt, 
and driue to diſtance every ſpirit, and 
agent, of darkneſs : will prevail witir 
Cod to encline his ear, and grant a con- 
tinuance of that voice of joy and health , 
which 7s in the dwellings of the righte- 
aus; and finally, to make even the /afs; 

E trumpet 


(w) AR. x, 4. Rev. v. 8. 
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trumpet a joyful found, and after being 
your ſtrength and your ſong, to become al. 
fo your ſalvation. 
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according to the Expreſs Letter of the Prophecy, and in 
moſt exact Agreement with Prolemy's Canon; So alſo of 
the Deſtruction of Fers/alem by the Romans, in the LXXth, 
or ſeparate one Week, in the Litteral, Obvious, and Primary 
Senſe ; (However this be groundleſſly call'd in Queſtion by 
2 late Writer, in a Diſcourſe of the Grounds and Reaſons of 
the Chriſtian Religion:) In a particular Diſquiſition upon the 
Three lateſt Hypotheſes of theſe Weeks publiſhed among us, 
viz, That of the late Learned Biſhop Lloyd; That ot the 
late Learned Dr. Prideavx ; And that of the Reverend Mr. 
Lancaſter. All which Hypotheſes are here fully conſider'd; 
And the late Biſhop Lloyd's is generally ſupported and eſtab- 
lied. With Chronological Tables ſuited to the Whole. 
% _— Marſhall, M. A. Rector of Naunton in Glos 
te ſter hire. 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Connexion of the Prophecies 
in the Old Teſtament, and the Application of them to Chriſt. 
To which is added, A Letter concerning the Argument a 
priori. The 3d. Edit. By Samuel Clarke, D. D. Rector of 
dt James's Weſtminſter. price 1 5, 

The 


Books Printed for James and John Knapton. 

The Common-Prayer-Book the Beſt Companion in the 
Houſe and Cloſet, as well as in the Temple: or, a Collection 
of Prayers out of the Liturgy of the Church of England, 
meſt 'needful both for the whole Family together, and fo; 
every ſingle Perſon apart X himſelf. With a. Particular 
Office for the Sacrament. e Sixteenth Edit. pr. 13. 
Tbe Wordof God the beſt Guide to all Perſons, at all Times, 
both in Sickneſs and in Health, and in all Places; or a Col. 
lection of Scripture Texts, . plainly Chewing ſuch Things a; 
are neceſſary for every Chriſtian's Knowledge and Practice; 
viz. the Knowledge of God and his Goodneſs to Mankind; 
our Duty towards God, our ſelves, and our Neighbours; alſo 
of Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. By the Author of 
the Common-Prayer-Book the beſt Companion. pr. 18. Gd. 


* 


A Paraphraſe with Annotations on the New Teſtament, in 

which the” Original or Greek Text is amended, according 

to the beſt and moſt ancient Readings, - the Engliſh Tranſl- 

tion is rendet d more agreeable to the Original, and the df. 

ficult Expreſſions and Paſſages are explained, cc. * which 

i added a Treatiſe of the Harmony of the Four Goſpels, allo 
hronological Tables, exe. In 2 Vols. to. +. 

A Paraphraſe on the Book of Daniel in the fame Method, 

Ko. x * | * 3 e N 

The Young Gentleman's Courſe of Mathematicks, in 3 


ap Ocogrifty OF tic Old MENG Teſtament 
in 4 Vol. 8. | A 
en, Freatiſes againſt the Diſſenters. 6th. Ed. jr 
l An Expoſition on the Church Catechiſm, pr. 64. 
Ptayers on common Occaſions, pr. 66. 
A Diſcourfe concerning the Great Duty of a decent and re- 
verent Behaviour in Church, pr. 3d. or 100 for 1 I. Theſt 
Eight by the Reverend Dr. Wells. 


Whichicote's Sermons on practical Subjects; to which is 
added his Prayer uſed before Sermon, in 4 Vols. 8. pr. 1 l. 
Dr. Jefery's Sermons on ſeveral Subjects, 8 vo. pr. 55. 
Kennet's Abridgment of Bp. Pearſon on the Creed, 8vs. 
Lawrence's Chriſtian Morals. 8v9, pr, 4s. 6d. 


— Of Chriſtin Prudence. 8 ve. pr, 4s. 


- Artificial Clok-maker. A Treatiſe of Watch and Clock 

Work. By W. Derham, M. A, F. R. S. 3d Ed, Price 15. 64, 
Academia; onhe Humours of the Vniverlity of Oxford. 

4 I. | 
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